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Dr. Mercy Ah-Siu Maliko, a theologian based at Piula Theological College.
Photo: Vaitogi Asuisui Matafeo from Samoa Observer (23 September 2019).
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Studies estimate that 60% (or more) of
women experience violence in Samoa.

Christianity central to life is Samoa, 99% of
nopulation identify as Christian.

Recent calls for churches to be sites of
orevention.

Governing principle: Violence prevention
requires understanding communities.



R

The Church must not “sleep” while church
families struggle with family violence. It must
rise up to directly confront and battle against
the problem of family violence. Otherwise,
family violence will continue to destroy
families for generations to come. As the body
of Christ, Samoan churches, pastors and
members, must stand up for victims of family
violence.

Mercy Ah Siu-Maliko
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Background briefing paper

Interviews with church leaders about their
perceptions of the churches role in
addressing violence against women. 12
Interviews
8 women and 4 men
6 church leaders representing 4 denominations
6 gov't officials
Contextual bible studies

Tatala le Tau'ui a le Tatua | Rolling Out the Fine
Mat of Scripture



Briefing paper g Oricio

Ramona Boodoosingh, Melanie Beres, and
David Tombs, ‘Research briefing: Violence
against women in Samoa’ Women’s Studies

Journal (December 2018) 32: 1-2, pp. 33-56.


http://wsanz.org.nz/journal/docs/WSJNZ32BoodoosinghBeresTombs33-56.pdf

Interview Results 0 O

Four themes

Emphasis on spiritual concerns and the
Importance of spiritual guidance

Some support for mental and physical
needs Iin addition to spiritual concerns

Leadership by example
Church as site for change



Spiritual Guidance P4 Orico

| think there are many aspects of the role of
the church because of its own diverseness
that reach people. Both in the spiritual
especially in the spiritual mission of the
church. | see that as the core essence of the
ministry of the church is to save people. The
support of parishioners and people...so this
Is like the thing | focus on...the spiritual part
of the person is the centre. Leave other
things.




Mental and Physical Neef§5:

'It is the Christianising of people, not only
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ, but
also include the wellbeing and common
good of people in each parish. The church
also looks at those situations... such as
reaching out to situations like education,
restoring relationships, like those affected by
law and those troubled by illness... There are

no barriers in roles for good things in the
church!
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‘he issue of VAW is not new. And the

n played a part as being in it as well.
nurch is also a perpetrator. | mean the

n Is also the perpetrator. | mean all

those working for the church. The ministers,
the ordained priest, the nuns...| myself have
experienced that sort of violence within the
church.




Church as site for chang?yg;g&;

‘There 1s a huge impact on the spirit due to the
severity of the violence of those who are
presumed to have the power within families,
the circle of the church, the village and the
society. My observation is that the church has a
huge role In preventing violence. The person
has experienced something he should not be
experiencing. The person wants to have the
power and control on something he shouldn't.
One person want to control another person.
There Is one creator and he is the authority, but
the person want to have power.



Faith-Based Resources

UNIVERSITY

§ OTAGO

Ministry for Women, Community, and Social Development.
19 March 2017. Photo credit Samoa Observer
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Introduction: Reading the Bible in Context

Bible Study 1. ATAMU MA EVA | LE FAATOAGA | ETENA
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden

Bible Study 2. O LE TALA IA AKARA
The Story of Hagar

Bible Study 3. O LE TOSOGA FAAMALOSI O TAMARA
The Rape of Tamar

Bible Study 4. LIUA 1A FAAPEI O KERISO
Transformation in the Likeness of Christ
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Study recommends churches play a role in solving Samoa's domestic
violence issue

@O sun. JUN2Z 9 INEWS &5 SKARE

Barbara Dreaver, ‘Study recommends churches play a role in solving Samoa's domestic
violence issue’, TVNZ 1News, 1 July 2019, c. 2 mins.
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/world/study-recommends-churches-play-role-in-solving-
samoas-domestic-violence-issue
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The Guardian

"The silence is suffocating’: family abuse
'epidemic’ uncovered in Samoa

The beautiful Polynesian island is home to a fiercely traditional society rife
with domestic violence

Eleanor Ainge Roy, 'The silence is suffocating': family abuse 'epidemic' uncovered in
Samoa’ Guardian (3 September 2019).
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Samoan theologian sees answer to
gender-based violence in scripture

SAPEER MAYRON

Hibbe scrapture may bold the key
1o ampawereg the circh to han
dle gender based violence, thirough
careflly used text studies from the
Old and New Testament. a mew
theological report states,

Bible scripture may hold the key
10 e poseri g Crches to himdle
gonder-tused viokencs, i Jocal tye-
ologan says.

Die Mercy Ah Sen-Maltko believes
that by *rolling out the fine mat of
seripture” charh leaders and pa
rishiomers can woark throogh the
chaRange of violence, an Issue that
she says s been o aflen ignored
or avosded by the church until 1o
day

In now resoarch, entitled Charch
esponses to Gender Based Vie
Sance Against Woenon in Samos D
Ah-Seu-Maliko und colleagoes un-
pack the history and canteme of Sa
mos, and present four textual stod
sas from the Ol and New Tests
TN 0% @ PRSI

She begins with the story of
Adam and Eve, the story of Abram
and Sarat's slve Hagar the rape of
Tamar by her step brather funnon,
and Nually a story aboat transfor

Dr. Mercy An-510 Ma) ko, a theologan baved at Poula Theologcdl College. Phota: Yaitog! Asutsu) Matafen.

alsowhers have caught the imag-
mation of the dhurch leaders in Sa
moa

But when the Ible studies Dr
Als Sus-Maltho prapared were pl
loted b Semoa and New Zealand,
Dr, Tombs suid he was enoouraged
by baw weell they were received.

He belleves it 1s becauso they are
adjusted to sult Samoa. not “para
chutad in® from el ceontries
oF contexts

1w really strock when we did
the plot wath the groups how seri
ousty they took the biblical discus
stons when we were haviog ther”
Dy, Tombrs mosarked,

“Ihe sariousness with which
they wamted to take that discus
sion might not hine been the case
if we wers looking, say, at 3 state
maent of baman rights, which Is an
oty way into the violence against
women discusshon,

“The model of community Bible
study or cootextual Bible study,
that can be used for different ex
pharaticss or investigations and It
works particularly well when peo
phe bolds scripture in ligh regard.”

The other studies wark through
equality between meon and wamen,
and each tell their own stary aboat
preventing vioknos azalnst wom

Eleanor Ainge Roy, 'The silence is suffocating': family abuse 'epidemic' uncovered in
Samoa’ Guardian (3 September 2019).
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Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden...The
choice one makes determines one’s fate
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Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden

reprinted in Samoa Observer (24 September 2019).

Mercy Ah Siu-Maliko, Tatala le Ta’ui a le Atua | Rolling Out the Fine Mat of Scripture
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Good Practice Case Stud

7 Case studles

Cinig Studly One —Naw Zealand rstitute 5o Pacihe Sscearch INZIPR)

Out the Frs Mat of Soipture
Violone

collaborate with
Pacific Churches

for development research

Gk for efective app hes to

lalsorations with Churches in the Pacific
for development research
ept=mber J01E

DEVELOPMENT Devwicprrent S £ € o Aot cf i U es Aeget ard
INSACT WETWORN | st Austysien urwersites ey Bt 2 T Tl ey Sl b ety
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mge'y vt o e skt
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e Asalyathen Counct b
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I RS T

Research for Development Impact Network 2018, hitps://rdinetwork.org.au/news/how-to-
collaborate-with-pacific-churches-our-latest-guide/



https://rdinetwork.org.au/news/how-to-collaborate-with-pacific-churches-our-latest-guide/

Conclusions % Orice

Churches vary in how they see their role,
yet all see themselves as spiritual guides.

Churches are both sites of perpetration of
VAW and sites for prevention.

Biblical studies offer extraordinary promise
to intervene in VAW In Samoa.

More work needs to be done for church
leadership to take ownership.
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Projects

https://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/projects/2018/otago719568.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/projects/2019/otago719574.html



https://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/projects/2018/otago719568.html
https://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/projects/2019/otago719574.html
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Ah Siu-Maliko, Mercy. ‘Responding to Domestic Violence in Samoa
through Enactment ofAgatausili (Core Values)' Journal of the Arts
Faculty of the National University of Samoa(December 2018) 4, pp. 93-
114. https://www.nus.edu.ws/s/Tiles/JAFNUS 2018.pdf

Ah Siu-Maliko, Mercy. Tatala le Ta'ui a le Atua | Rolling Out the Fine Mat
of Scripture. Dunedin: Centre for Theology and Public Issues, University
of Otago, 2019. http://hdl.handle.net/10523/9604

Blyth, Caroline. ‘Research report: ‘Tatala le ta'ui le Atua: Rolling out the
fine mat of Scripture’ Women’s Studies Journal (December 2018) 32: 1-2,
pp. 57-62. http://wsanz.org.nz/journal/docs/WSJNZ32BIlyth57-62.pdf

Boodoosingh, Ramona, Melanie Beres, and David Tombs, ‘Research
briefing: Violence against women in Samoa’ Women’s Studies Journal
(December 2018) 32: 1-2, pp. 33-56. http://hdl.handle.net/10523/9001



https://www.nus.edu.ws/s/files/JAFNUS_2018.pdf
http://hdl.handle.net/10523/9604
http://wsanz.org.nz/journal/docs/WSJNZ32Blyth57-62.pdf
http://hdl.handle.net/10523/9001

Key events P4 Orico

5-7 September 2017. Dunedin.

‘Church Responses to Violence Against Women in Samoa: Identifying the Issues and
Developing a Transformative Response’ Initial workshop.

15-19 March 2018. Piula and Apia (Samoa)
‘Transforming Church Responses to Gender Based Violence against Women in Samoa’
Media: http://www.samoaplanet.com/unraveling-church-attitudes-gender-based-

violence/

12-13 April 2018. Suva.

‘Churches Tackling Gender-Based Violence: Preventing Violence, Reporting Perpetrators,
Restoring Survivors'. NZIPR Conference hosted by Pacific Theological College, Suva.
Conference website: http://ptc.ac.fj/?p=1618

7-11 June Auckland
‘Church Responses to Gender Violence in Samoa'. https://tatalaletaui.wordpress.com/

29-30 November 2018. ‘NZIPR Islands and Oceans: A Conference for Pacific Research’,
Fale, University of Auckland.


http://www.samoaplanet.com/unraveling-church-attitudes-gender-based-violence/
http://ptc.ac.fj/?p=1618
https://tatalaletaui.wordpress.com/

Media coverage g Orico

16 March 2018. TV1 Samoa coverage of the NZIPR conference at Piula Theological College, Samoa, addressing Church
Responses to Gender-Based Violence Against Women. https://www.nziprac.nz/2018/04/18/nzipr-tala-fou-domestic-
violence

9 September 2018. T. Lesatele, ‘Churches Must Change to Fight Violence Against Women', Newsline Samoa.
https://newslinesamoa.ws/index.php/news/2018/local/churches-must-change-fight-violence-against-women

22 November 2018. Sapeer Mayron, ‘Churches still in denial, says Theologian’, Samoa Observer.
http://www.samoaobserverws/en/22 11 2018/local/38695/Churches-still-in-denial-says-Theologian.htm

4 June 2019. Alexander Rheeney, ‘Study focuses on bible verses to find solution to gender-based violence'
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/42999

6 June 2019. Christine Rovoi, ‘Samoa's churches urged to help stop violence against women’, RNZ..
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/391397/samoa-s-churches-urged-to-help-stop-violence-against-
women

1 July 2019. Barbara Dreaver, ‘Study recommends churches play a role in solving Samoa's domestic violence issue’, TVNZ
TNews. https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/world/study-recommends-churches-play-role-in-solving-samoas-domestic-
violence-issue

3 September 2019. Eleanor Ainge Roy, 'The silence is suffocating': family abuse ‘epidemic' uncovered in Samoa’
Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/sep/03/family-abuse-epidemic-uncovered-in-
samoa?CMP=share btn link

23 Sept 2019 Sapeer Mayron, ‘Samoan theologian sees answer to gender-based violence in scripture’
httnhc //\wnann camaanhcarvvarwe /catenoaryv/camoas /A0ARAR


https://www.nzipr.ac.nz/2018/04/18/nzipr-tala-fou-domestic-violence
https://newslinesamoa.ws/index.php/news/2018/local/churches-must-change-fight-violence-against-women
http://www.samoaobserver.ws/en/22_11_2018/local/38695/Churches-still-in-denial-says-Theologian.htm
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/42999
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/391397/samoa-s-churches-urged-to-help-stop-violence-against-women
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/world/study-recommends-churches-play-role-in-solving-samoas-domestic-violence-issue
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/sep/03/family-abuse-epidemic-uncovered-in-samoa?CMP=share_btn_link
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/49645
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