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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“The more we know about the gender-based violence, the more we can effectively address it. For this 

reason, measures should also focus on supporting institutions to collect and analyze data, where it is safe 

and ethical to do so. We have already made much progress in highlighting violence against women and 

girls as one of the most pressing issues of our time. But we must go further – much further.” 

 

Read more 
 

 

SVRI ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

#16Days of Activism Campaign 

 

The 25 November 2020 to 10 December 2020 marks 16 Days of activism against violence. This year, we will 

profile the important work that our grantees and partners are doing in prevention and response to 

violence against women and violence against children through short blogs that will be shared on our 

social media platforms and via the SVRI Update. 

 

New Publication 

 

Gevers, A., Dartnall, E., Pino, A. (2020). SVRI Knowledge Exchange: Lessons learned: Pivoting to online 

learning in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. Pretoria: Sexual Violence Research Initiative: Due to the 

global COVID-19 pandemic and travel restrictions, the SVRI had to pivot to an online capacity 

strengthening workshop for the 2020 grantees. This knowledge exchange shares the lessons learnt during 

this process of adaptation. 

 

Opportunities 

 

Call for Applications: JLI/SVRI Faith and GBV Hub Leadership Council: The SVRI and JLI is seeking 

applications from suitable candidates to join the JLI/SVRI Faith and GBV Hub Leadership Council. For more 

information and how to apply, download the Terms of Reference. Extended deadline: 9 December 2020. 

 

Call for Applications: Guidelines - Ethical Funding for Research on VAW and VAC Consultancy: The SVRI is 

seeking the services of a qualified consultant to support a consultative process and develop guidance on 

ethical funding for research on violence against women and violence against children in low and middle 

income countries. For more information and how to apply, download the Terms of Reference. Deadline: 10 

December 2020. 

 

Events  

 

JLI/SVRI Faith and GBV Hub Launch, 2 December 2020, 16:00 SAST: Join us as we launch the JLI/SVRI Faith 

and GBV Hub. We will be sharing our plans over the next 12 months and reflecting on the impact of 

COVID-19 on research. Register online. 
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Applying feminist principles to GBV data collection: Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic, 7 December 

2020, 9:00 EST: The Coalition of Feminists for Social Change (COFEM) in collaboration with the SVRI, is 

hosting a roundtable discussion with feminist researchers intentionally set during 16 Days of Activism. The 

discussion will focus on the experiences of adhering to feminist principles while conducting research 

during COVID-19 lockdowns and lessons for a post-COVID world. Register online. 
 

 

 

COVID-19 AND GBV RELATED RESOURCES 

 

See below COVID-19 and GBV-related resources that caught our attention this week 

 

UNFPA. (2020). Technical brief: Equality for girls in crisis – Adapting child marriage and adolescent girls’ 

programming during COVID-19 Pandemic: This technical brief was developed to guide practitioners to 

adapt COVID-19 response interventions on child marriage and adolescent girls' programming, focusing on 

areas such as marginalized girls, family and community environments, strengthening systems, addressing 

drivers of poverty, laws and policies, and data and evidence. [Source: Spotlight Initiative]. 

 

Chiang, L., Howard, A., Butchart, A. (2020). Taking action to prevent violence against adolescents in the 

time of COVID-19. J. Adolesc. Health. ePub: This study explores how INSPIRE strategies can be adapted to 

guide governments and partners in identifying efficacious programs to prevent and respond to violence 

among adolescents during this pandemic. [Source: JAH Online]. 

 

Moffitt, P., Aujla, W., Giesbrecht, C. J., Grant, I., Straatman, A. (2020). Intimate partner violence and COVID-

19 in rural, remote, and Northern Canada: Relationship, vulnerability and risk. J Fam Violence. ePub: This 

study identifies the unique impact of COVID-19 on intimate partner violence both in terms of the bearing 

on those experiencing abuse and on the service sector in rural, remote and northern communities where 

the rates of intimate partner violence and intimate partner femicide pre-pandemic are higher than in 

larger cities. [Source: NCBI]. 

 

Hsu, L., Henke, A. (2020). COVID-19, staying at home, and domestic violence. Rev Econ Househ. 1–11, 

ePub: In this study, the authors analyze how staying at home during the COVID-19 pandemic affects the 

rates of domestic violence in the U.S. [Source: NCBI]. 

 
For more resources, visit SVRI COVID-19 webpage 

 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 

Please note, to obtain a full copy of a journal article you may write to the author given as the 

contact person by the respective publishing house to request a copy. 

 

Stark, L., Seff, I., Reis, C. (2020). Gender-based violence against adolescent girls in humanitarian settings: a 

review of the evidence. The Lancet: Child and Adolescent Health. ePub: This review presents an adapted 

ecological framework for gender-based violence risks facing adolescent girls in emergencies, synthesises 

the scant evidence for gender-based violence prevention and response, and identifies barriers to effective 

and ethical measurement and evaluation of programme effectiveness. [Source: Brown School at 

Washington University in St. Louis]. 

 

Tran, L. M., Nguyen, P. H., Naved, R.T., Menon, P. (2020). Intimate partner violence is associated with 

poorer maternal mental health and breastfeeding practices in Bangladesh. Health Policy and Planning. 

35(1), i19–i29: This study examines the magnitude of different forms of intimate partner violence and its 
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associated factors during pregnancy and postpartum periods. [Source: icddr,b]. 

 

Kieselbach, B., Kress, H., MacMillan, H., Perneger, T. (2020). Prevalence of childhood exposure to intimate 

partner violence and associations with mental distress in Cambodia, Malawi and Nigeria: A cross-sectional 

study. Child Abuse & Neglect. ePub: This study explores the magnitude of witnessing intimate partner 

violence (IPV) between caregivers, its association with other types of violence and the relationship 

between witnessing IPV in the past and current mental distress. [Source: Science Direct]. 

 

Reyes, H. L. M., Graham, L. M., Chen, M. S., Baron, D., Gibbs, A., Groves, A. K., Kajula, S., Bowler, S., Maman 

S. (2020). Adolescent dating violence prevention programmes: a global systematic review of evaluation 

studies. The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health. PIIS2352-4642(20)30276-5 ePub: This global systematic 

review synthesises evidence from rigorous studies of prevention programmes for adolescent dating 

violence. [Source: Drexel University]. 

 

Heinze, J. E., Hsieh, H. F., Thulin, E. J., Howe, K., Miller, A. L., Zimmerman, M. A. (2021). Adolescent exposure 

to violence and intimate-partner violence mediated by mental distress. Journal of Applied Developmental 

Psychology. 72, 101215: This study examines processes by which trauma and stress resulting from 

exposure to violence may solidify and ultimately characterize the coping mechanisms and violence 

expressed in intimate partner relationships in a predominantly African American sample residing in a high 

risk, urban environment. [Source: University of Michigan]. 

 

Thulin, E. J., Heinze, J., Zimmerman, M. (2020). Adolescent adverse childhood experiences and risk of adult 

intimate partner violence. Am J Prev Med, 7: This study examines individual adverse childhood experiences 

to understand which adverse experiences predict intimate partner violence in adulthood. [Source: 

University of Michigan]. 

 

Uysal, J., Stockman, J. K., Miller, E., Rocha-Jiménez, T., Rangel, G. M., Mercado, A. P., Servin, A. E. (2020). "At 

least I didn't get raped": a qualitative exploration of IPV and reproductive coercion among adolescent girls 

seeking family planning in Mexico. J. Interpers. Violence. ePub: This study emphasizes an urgent need to 

prevent intimate partner violence and reproductive coercion, and reduce risk for unintended pregnancy 

among adolescent girls in this region and the potential of family planning clinics to serve as a safe space 

for intervention delivery. [Source: Safetylit]. 

 

Steele, B., Martin, M., Yakubovich, A., Humphreys, D. K., Nye E. (2020). Risk and protective factors for men's 

sexual violence against women at higher education institutions: a systematic and meta-analytic review of 

the longitudinal evidence. Trauma Violence Abuse. ePub: This study represents the first systematic, meta-

analytic review of all prospectively measured risk and protective factors for sexual violence perpetration at 

higher education institutions. [Source: SAGE Journals]. 

 

Ruijne, R. E., Kamperman, A. M., Trevillion, K., Garofalo, C., van der Gaag, M., Zarchev, M., Bogaerts, S., 

Howard, L. M., Mulder, C. L. (2020). Assessing the acceptability, feasibility and sustainability of an 

intervention to increase detection of domestic violence and abuse in patients suffering from severe mental 

illness: a qualitative study. Front. Psychiatry. 11, e581031: This study examines the acceptability, feasibility, 

and sustainability of an intervention aiming to improve domestic violence and abuse detection rates, 

which included a clear referral pathway. [Source: Frontiers in Psychology]. 
 

 

MEMBERS' REQUESTS 

 

Call for Participation: Global survey to inform volume 2 of WHO Consolidated Guideline on self-care 

interventions for sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR): The WHO Department of Sexual and 

Reproductive Health and Research is expanding the evidence-base of the global guideline on self-care 

interventions for sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR). We invite you to participate in a 10-15 

min global survey that will inform volume 2 of these guidelines. Click here to participate. 
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Call for Participation: Humanitarian Gender Study: The study includes two online surveys. The 

Humanitarian Gender Bias Survey assesses how gender biases affect humanitarian practitioners and 

influence the implementation of humanitarian programs (~30-minute survey). The Humanitarian GBV Risk 

Mitigation & COVID-19 Survey is a separate 30-minute survey examining gender-based violence risk 

mitigation and COVID-19 in humanitarian settings. We encourage everyone working in the humanitarian 

field, in any sector, to participate in one or both of the surveys available here in 6 languages. Your 

participation will help improve gender equality and strengthen humanitarian programming, including in 

the context of COVID-19.   For more information contact Dr. Jennifer Scott (Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center) and the Humanitarian Gender Study Team at humanitariangenderstudy@bidmc.harvard.edu or 

visit the study website. 
 

 

 

 

BLOGS 

 

Thoto, F. (2020, 16 November). What if we were wrong about whose 

capacities to build for evidence use? African Evidence Network: In this 

blog, the author reflects on rethinking who the right stakeholders are 

that need capacity-building for evidence-use. [Source: African Evidence 

Network]. 

 

Ellsberg, M. (2020, 19 October). Candies in Hell: 20 Years Later. Global 

Women’s Institute: The results of the follow-up Candies in Hell 20 study 

on the prevention of violence against women and girls in Nicaragua 

shows that physical domestic violence was down by 70%. Read more… 

[Source: GWI]. 

 

 

 

PODCASTS  

What we're listening to 

The intricacies of violence against women: 

According to the World Health Organisation, 1 in 

3 women around the world have experienced 

physical or sexual violence or both at least once in 

their life. And 38% of women who are murdered 

are murdered by their male intimate partners. How 

does austerity affect domestic violence? And the 

rise or fall in the numbers of women in powerful 

positions? Professor Sylvia Walby OBE is the 

director of the Violence and Society Centre at the 

University of London, and a UNESCO Chair in 

Gender Research. 
 

WEBINAR RECORDINGS  

Your chance to catch up anytime! 

Understanding how immigration policies shape 

gender-based violence among immigrants who 

have a temporary or precarious status: In this 

webinar, Drs. Rupaleem Bhuyan and Margarita 

Pintín-Perez are using an intersectionality lens to 

explore how immigration policies impact 

immigrants who are experiencing gender-based 

violence. 

 

Digital platforms and violence against women: 

User experiences, best practices, and the law: This 

webinar provides an overview of key laws that 

apply to online platform-facilitated violence, 

abuse, and harassment, including privacy law, tort 

law, criminal law, and the developing law on 

platform regulation. 
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ONLINE RESOURCES  

Ruzibiza, Y. (2020). Policy brief: Adolescents’ perceptions on sexuality and relationships Burundian 

adolescent refugees in Nakivale settlement in Uganda: “We need access to sexuality-related information 

and services!”. Rutgers, Makerere University, CARE, University of Amsterdam: This policy brief summarizes 

the findings of a doctoral research conducted from August to December 2017 among young Burundian 

refugees in Nakivale settlement in Uganda. It highlights adolescents’ needs and challenges in terms of 

sexual and reproductive health and rights using ethnographic data collection methods. [Source: NWO]. 

 

UNICEF. (2020). Technical note: Gender transformative approaches for the elimination of female genital 

mutilation: This technical note provides guidance on the adoption and integration of gender 

transformative approaches to ending female genital mutilation and includes programme strategies, 

reference tools, resources, and case studies. [Source: UNICEF]. 

 

Ending Violence Against Children and Youth In Kenya: The partnerships and people that make progress 

possible: Together for Girls, in collaboration with CDC and PEPFAR launched this learning hub in honor of 

World Day for the Prevention of Child Abuse and World Children's Day. The hub highlights efforts to 

prevent violence against children and youth in Kenya. [Source: Together for Girls].  

 

 

 

  

 

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES & GRANTS 
 
Call for Special Issue Papers: Creativity and Co-production. Deadline: 5 December 2020. 

 

Call for Submissions: UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women thematic report on rape as a 

grave and systematic human rights violation and gender-based violence against women (UN SRVAW). 

Extended deadline: 31 December 2020. 

 

Call for Proposals: Womanity Award 4 Launch: Focus on Prevention of Domestic Violence. Deadline: 31 

January 2021. 

 

Call for Papers: Intimate Partner Violence and Business: Exploring the Boundaries of Ethical Enquiry 

(Journal of Business Ethics). Deadline: 31 January 2021. 
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EVENTS 
    

VACANCIES 
    

 

• 2da Conferencia-Taller Regional INSPIRE 

- 7 Estrategias para poner Fin a Violencia 

contra niñez, 30 de noviembre 2020, 

9:00 EST: Es con mucho gusto que os 

invitamos para el lanzamiento de la 

Segunda Conferencia-Taller Regional 

sobre INSPIRE 7 Estrategias para 

prevenir y responder a la violencia 

contra niños, niñas y adolescentes. El 

lanzamiento es el primero de una serie 

de talleres sobre INSPIRE que 

realizaremos entre diciembre 2020 y 

marzo 2021, gentilmente apoyados por 

el gobierno de Colombia. Registro: 

bit.ly/36Z0kaZ   

  

• Rape Survivors Need Comprehensive, 

Long-Term Support to Prevent HIV: 

Evidence from the Rape Impact Cohort 

Evaluation (RICE) study, 1 December 

2020, 14:00-15:30 SAST: You are invited 

to join this high-level presentation and 

panel discussion. Register online.? 

  

• Webinar: Activist organizations stepping 

up to prevent violence against women 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, 3 

December 2020, 8:00 EST: Raising 

Voices, Wellspring Philanthropic Fund 

and four activist organizations in Asia 

and Africa are hosting a webinar to 

share experiences and launch new 

resources to support safe community 

engagement on VAW prevention during 

COVID-19. Please join us as we discuss 

how activist organizations across the 

Global South are speaking up, adapting, 

and calling for action to prevent 

violence against women during this 

time. Register online. 

  

• Fundraising Associate, The Strategic 

Initiative for Women in the Horn of 

Africa (SIHA), Kampala, Uganda or 

Flexible – Closing date: 27 November 

2020. 

  

• Program Coordinator - Fiscal Justice, The 

African Women's Development and 

Communication Network (FEMNET), 

Flexible – Closing date: 30 November 

2020. 

  

• Baseline Consultant, The Strategic 

Initiative for Women in the Horn of 

Africa (SIHA Network), Wau, South 

Sudan – Closing date: 2 December 2020. 

  

• Researcher: Impact of COVID 19, The 

Strategic Initiative for Women in the 

Horn of Africa (SIHA Network), Wau, 

South Sudan – Closing date: 2 

December 2020. 

  

• Program Director, Central America & 

Mexico Youth Fund (CAMY Fund), 

Seattle International Foundation, 

Remote (ideally located in Central 

America or Mexico) – Closing date: 4 

December 2020. 

  

• Consultant – Gender Equity and Social 

Inclusion, OTT Consulting, Flexible – 

Closing date: 4 December 2020. 

  

• Communications Intern, ILGA World - 

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Trans and Intersex Association, Flexible – 

Closing date: 10 December 2020. 

  

• Programme Intern - Gender Identity, 

Gender Expression and Sex 

Characteristics, ILGA World - The 
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• 2021: What will it bring for gender 

equality? 4 December 2020, 9:00-10:00 

ET: In this workshop, participants will 

hear firsthand from public servants what 

gender-responsive policies are already 

being put in place around the world and 

learn how the Covid-19 crisis presents 

opportunities to reset and transform 

structures. Register online. 

  

• Quantitative proxies for social norms: 

Interrogating clustering, reference 

groups and validity, 8 December 2020, 

14:00 - 15:00 GMT: In this webinar, Ilana 

Seff will be sharing findings from a study 

that demonstrates techniques 

researchers can use to explore and 

proxy for social norms in quantitative 

data and to identify the relative 

appropriateness of different normative 

reference groups available within the 

data. Register online. 

 

International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Trans and Intersex Association, Flexible – 

Closing date: 10 December 2020. 

  

• Expert on Advocacy Strategy 

Development, medica mondiale e.V., 

Dohuk, Iraq's Kurdistan Region – Closing 

date: 10 December 2020. 

  

• Gender Integration Specialist, 

EnCompass LLC, Rockville, MD, USA 

(Remote until April 2021 due to COVID-

19) – Closing date: 31 December 2020. 

  

• Human Resources / Learning and 

Development Manager, Includovate, 

Flexible – Closing date: 31 December 

2020. 

  

• Online Learning Specialist, Women's 

Learning Partnership, Flexible – Closing 

date: Open until filled. 

 

 

 

 

NEWS 
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UN urges on International Day. UN News. 

 

Lungumbu, S., Butterly, A. (2020, 25 November). Coronavirus and gender: 

More chores for women set back gains in equality. BBC News. 

 

Kleinfeld, P. (2020, 2 October). Calls for punishment, aid sector reform after 

sex abuse scandal in Congo. The New Humanitarian. 
 

 

  

Violence against women and violence against children are global issues that require coordinated 

evidence-based responses and prevention programmes 
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Sexual Violence Research Initiative (SVRI) 

 

The SVRI is the world’s largest network on research on violence against women and violence against children, 

providing a space where global role players in the field connect with one another, share and promote their 

research, work to influence policies and practice, particularly in low and middle income countries. 

 

SVRI Strategic Plan 2020-2024. 

 

 

Email svri@svri.org by Wednesday each week if you would like to include something in the SVRI Update 
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