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C O N T E X T 
Child sexual abuse (CSA) is a public health problem. It represents one of the 
worst forms of violence and violation of the human rights of girls and boys1. 
In 2013, Mexico ranked first in the world in sexual abuse, physical violence 
and homicides of people under 14 years of age, for which around 4.5 million 
girls and boys were victims of sexual abuse2. Results of national surveys have 
found CSA prevalence of 3.6% in women and 1.9% in men3, figures that are 
still current4.

The extent of this problem might be underestimated because most CSA cases 
go unreported, showing only the tip of the iceberg. Currently, the COVID-19 
pandemic places mainly girls and boys at greater risk of violence5, so it is 
urgent to implement concrete and effective educational actions to prevent 
CSA by empowering girls and boys with knowledge and skills for self-care.

P R O J E C T  A I M 
With our project, we will seek to 
deepen the learning of girls and 
boys on issues that contribute 
to the prevention of CSA, using 
artificial intelligence as a tool 
to educate young people on 
child sexual abuse via a Virtual 
Learning Environment (VLE). 
Studies have been proven that 
this tool has positive effects 
on knowledge retention and 
increases motivation for learning.6 
Therefore, we will evaluate 
the use of VLE to implement 
an intervention model entitled 
“Paint your line LIKE THIS” with 
girls and boys from a sample of 
primary schools in Mexico, which 
will contribute to the prevention 
of child sexual abuse.  

S T U D Y  C O N T R I B U T I O N 
This study will contribute to a better understanding of how to effectively reduce 
child sexual abuse using virtual platforms with a particular focus on girls. CSA is 
a problem where the largest proportion of victims are girls.  This places them 
in a condition of double vulnerability, due to their gender condition as well as 
their age. The project will also work with teachers from the selected schools to 
strengthen the knowledge of CSA protocols already in place in some schools in 
the country.

Finally, this project will be key to informing the development of an accessible, 
replicable and potentially scalable CSA prevention programme in the country’s 
primary schools through the use of technological tools. 
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